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he said reports showed parents that the children
obtained the best possible education at the school ;
that it was now recognized they must have not only
higher education, but also higher education for
women. Men and women were on the same plat-
form now in almost everything and it would be a
disgrace to the community if it did not make as
ample provision for the higher education of girls
and women as it did for that of boys and men.
They were still far behind other countries in that
respect. If they examined statistics of the United
States they would find that relative to population,
N.Z. did not have at her high schools and colleges
half the number of boys and girls or lads and lasses
that she ought to have receiving higher education.
He knew the great struggle there had been in
Wellington even to maintain the Girls' H.S. He
said the G.H.S. was praised for the high place
students had gained in Wellington College. In
conclusion, after some words of counsel to the
students, he urged the claims of the school to the
support of the citizens, who, he hoped, would
strain every nerve to give their children higher
education. Parents who gave their children higher
education gave them better dowry than money.3>

Even after thirty years, Vera remembered Kath-
leen's    excitement   that   night   over   her   printed

cc story." The first printed criticism of her work
had appeared the year before (1898) when she was
nine. It was written by the Sixth Form Editor of

The Reporter as a footnote to her first published sketch :

" This story, written by one of the girls who have
lately  entered   the  school,   shows  promise  of great
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